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Could this boy lead Harry Potter?

The publisher who first signed up JK Rowling believes he may have

found another Harry Potter but this time it is a boy archaeologist. In
an industry that revels in hype and is always on the lookout for the

next blockbuster, two unknown authors have amassed advances of

over 500,000 pounds and pre-publication rights in 15 languages.

Roderick Gordon and Brian Williams were signed by Chicken House
publisher Barry Cunningham after he tracked down an early version
of their book ‘Tunnels’ that was self-published. Pottermania is set to
scale new heights in July with the last novel in her Potter saga hitting
the bookstands and the latest film being launched in a deluge of
global publicity. When signing up Rowling, Cunningham famously did ¥ " —
warn the struggling young writer who was a single mother at the time that she was unllkely to make any money
from her tale of a teenage wizard. Rowling has admitted “If it wasn’t for Barry Cunningham, Harry Potter might still
be languishing in his cupboard under the stairs.” reuters
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